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Throughout the play Romeo and Juliet, William 
Shakespeare refers to fate many times, in this 
essay, what it means and why it is done are both 
explored and explained.


To begin the play Shakespeare starts by telling the 
audience what is going to happen. Dramatic irony 
is already being used, as this prologue is only for 
the audience’s viewing and hearing, the 
characters don’t know this information.


‘From forth the fatal loins of these two foes 
A pair of star-cross’d lovers take their life; 
Whose misadventured piteous overthrows 
Do with their death bury their parents’ strife.’


These star crossed loves are our main characters, 
Romeo and Juliet. He tells us that they will take 
their lives. As Shakespeare is already letting us 
know the climax of the play and what happened 
in the main event of the play. This therefore makes 
the whole play about the viewer trying to 
understand and find out why Romeo and Juliet 
killed themselves. His prologue refers to fate. Fate 
is the suggestion of something that happens in 
your life that was designed for you, meant to 
happen, in Elizabethan times this would have 
meant that this is designed for you by God. In the 
prologue it tells us what is going to happen to 
Romeo and Juliet.


One of the next main suggestions towards fate in 
the play is when Romeo and Juliet meet. In both 
the play and the film their is a moment of fate or 
coincidence when the main characters meet. In  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the play, a servant who can’t read sees Romeo 
and his friends walking down the street and asks 
them to help him, on that sheet of paper it has the 
information about the Capulet’s party. In the film it 
is broadcasted on television and there is a TV on 
in the corner of the room that Romeo is in with 
Benvolio. In Elizabethan times would they refer to 
these occasions as chance and coincidence or 
would they refer to it as fate. Fate. They would say 
that God had designed this to happen to Romeo 
and Juliet.


The next time fate returns in the play is just before 
meets Juliet at the Capulets’ party, it is this time in 
plain sight and very obvious and it comes through 
Romeo’s words;


‘some consequence yet hanging in the stars’ his 
fate, the consequence, what is going to happen to 
him, ‘shall bitterly begin this fearful date’ so he 
now says an awful fate will begin today. ‘by some 
vile forfeit of untimely death’ he is saying that 
someone will die, he is saying that it is someone’s 
fate to die and this consequence, this fate, will be 
revealed today. In short, he has said someone will 
die today. He even refers to God by saying ‘direct 
my sail’, this is a metaphor, he is the boat and 
God is directing him and he says to God to direct 
his sail to direct him to his course, ‘he that hath 
steerage of my course’, to lead him to his fate.


In Romeo and Juliet, Romeo has a fate, and his 
fate is to die, the same goes for Juliet, her fate is 
also to die, and from the immediate start we know 
this due to the prologue telling us. The prologue is 
not at all strange, it happens all the time within 
modern day film and television. For example, 
detective programs on television do this, often we 
immediately find out the climax, the main event, 
and this main event is that someone has been 
murdered or something has been stolen, in most 
cases. Then, the whole program is about finding  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out what happened and who the culprit is, 
Shakespeare does exactly the same thing!


All theses different techniques are used for the 
viewers’ enjoyment. Using fate was highly related 
to religion, and religion was very important in the 
days when Romeo and Juliet was written. Romeo 
and Juliet is still enjoyed today as a tragedy filled 
with suspense. Suspense is created by William 
Shakespeare with Juliet’s decision to pretend to 
be dead. The suspense is created when we don’t 
know whether Romeo is going to get the message 
in time, or whether Juliet will wake up too early or 
too late. This part of the play is filled with 
suspense because we know that the situation is 
going to be bad if Romeo doesn’t get the 
message and he thinks that Juliet is actually dead. 
However, really we do know that they are going to 
take their lives, so this suspense technique makes 
us become fond of the characters and hope that 
they won’t end up killing themselves and that 
Romeo will, in the end, get the message and that 
they will all be fine. However, it is a tragedy for a 
reason and of course Romeo doesn’t get the 
message and ends up killing himself and when 
Juliet sees that he is dead she kills herself too, a 
sad ending to the play after the techniques within 
Shakespeare’s writing and language used to 
attach us to the characters, to hope for them, to 
be sad when they die.


Fate is used within Romeo and Juliet many times, 
Romeo refers to it throughout the play, as 
expressed earlier. Fate is referring to God. What 
God decided for you, and the final act by Romeo, 
to kill himself, is a loss of faith in God. A loss of 
faith in the way God has led him, a loss of faith in 
the fate that was designed for him. He gives up on 
God with his final words,


‘Come, bitter conduct, come, unsavoury guide!
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Thou desperate pilot, now at once run on


The dashing rocks thy sea-sick weary bark!’


As well as referring to fate, this last quote also 
involves a metaphor, a pilot is a small boat that 
guides a bigger boat into the shore and he is 
saying hat God is the pilot and has led him to the 
rocks, to his death.


The use of fate in Romeo and Juliet is important 
because it gives the audience a power that they 
don’t often have. It’s called dramatic irony, the 
audience know what is going to happen and they 
know more about what is happening than the 
characters in the play, it’s almost like a 
pantomime, like ‘behind you!’ This dramatic irony 
mainly comes from the use of fate in the prologue, 
when they tell us that Romeo and Juliet are going 
to die. Therefore, the use of fate is not just 
because it was something that happened or was 
important in Elizabethan times, it is important 
because it gives the audience some sense of 
hope. Because the audience know that Romeo 
and Juliet are going to die, they hope for the 
characters, they wish that they won’t die, it gives 
it a tragedy effect.
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