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Shakespeare applies metaphors to construct a 
semantic field in his play Romeo and Juliet. He 
makes it seem that the characters in the play are 
directed by fate. Shakespeare does this by 
establishing metaphors onto other metaphors, 
elaborating on each other. It’s not just Romeo and 
Juliet where he achieves this. In his other play, 
Macbeth, fate is also a major theme. Shakespeare 
produces this idea of fate right from the beginning of 
the play. The prologue states, that Romeo and Juliet 
will kill themselves, ‘A pair of star-crossed lovers 
take their life‘. It says this as if they were destined to 
die. As if it was in their fate.


Later in the play Capulet’s servant went out looking 
for somebody that could read the names, on the 
party invite list, given to the servant by Capulet. The 
servant ‘conveniently’  happened to bump into 
Romeo, who could read, ‘God ‘i’ good e’en. I pray, 
sir, can you read?’ Romeo read the list for him and 
found the name of the girl he loves on it. This sets 
the plot of the play into motion. Romeo would now 
go to this party. However, instead of seeing his 
crush, he will find Juliet and fall in love with her. 


Now this could all just be a coincidence that he 
bumped into the servant, or it was already written 
out in his fate. 


Before going to the party, Romeo and his friends 
meet up. Here, Romeo says how he feels 
uncomfortable going to this party and that he 
dreamt something dreadful could happen, 
something that could result in his near 

timely death. But Romeo dismisses this, and says 
he will let the person that controls his fate lead him. 
‘By some vile forfeit of untimely death. But he that 
hath the steerage of my course, direct my sail.’ 
 Romeo describes himself as a boat.What Romeo 
refers to as ‘course’ is his fate and ‘sail’ is himself. 
Hence he is saying that he will let whoever 
controlling his fate guide him.
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Analysis must make clear reference to 
at least one quotation from the text for 
each structural, linguistic or figurative 

device - here, the candidate has 
explored how the structural device of 
the prologue of the play has helped to 

establish the semantic field.

Structural figurative and linguistic 
devices must be named and clearly 

identified.

Each device should credibly contribute 
to the development of a ‘semantic field’ 

of additional, indirect meaning in the 
text.  In this final paragraph, the student 
explores how metaphor has helped to 

contribute to the theme of fate.

The combined semantic effect of at 
least 3 features’ use must be explained.  
In the previous paragraph, the student 

explored how the prologue helps to 
build anticipation and suspense with 
the theme of fate.  In this paragraph, 
they are now looking at the narrative 

device of coincidence.

Key Stage 4 Semantic Field 
 Stage Four Exemplar 

To achieve this badge, you must critically analyse a 
complex range of structural, figurative or linguistic 

devices across an extended text that contribute to the 
development of a unified additional meaning.  In this 

exemplar, the student has explored how the theme of fate is 
established and developed across the play Romeo & Juliet.


